Backyard Farming: Raising Pigs: A
Comprehensive Guide to Raising Pigs in Your
Own Backyard

Are you interested in raising pigs in your backyard? This comprehensive
guide will teach you everything you need to know, from choosing the right
breed to constructing a pigsty to feeding and caring for your animals.
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With detailed instructions and helpful tips, this book will help you get started
on your backyard farming journey and raise healthy, happy pigs.

Chapter 1: Choosing the Right Breed

The first step to raising pigs in your backyard is choosing the right breed.
There are many different breeds of pigs, each with its own unique
characteristics. Some breeds are better suited for certain climates or
purposes than others.

When choosing a breed, you should consider the following factors:
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= Climate: Some breeds of pigs are more tolerant of cold weather than
others. If you live in a cold climate, you will need to choose a breed
that is hardy enough to withstand the cold.

= Purpose: Are you raising pigs for meat, breeding, or show? Different
breeds are better suited for different purposes. For example, some
breeds are known for their meat quality, while others are known for
their reproductive abilities.

= Size: Pigs can range in size from small to large. If you have a small
backyard, you will need to choose a breed that is relatively small. If
you have a large backyard, you can choose a larger breed.

Once you have considered these factors, you can start narrowing down
your choices. Some popular breeds of pigs for backyard farming include:

= Berkshire: Berkshires are a medium-sized breed with black skin and
white markings. They are known for their meat quality and are
relatively easy to care for.

= Chester White: Chester Whites are a large breed with white skin and
a long, lean body. They are known for their meat quality and are also
good mothers.

= Duroc: Durocs are a medium-sized breed with red skin. They are
known for their meat quality and are also good forages.

= Hampshire: Hampshires are a medium-sized breed with black skin
and a white belt around their shoulders. They are known for their meat
quality and are also good mothers.



= Yorkshire: Yorkshires are a large breed with white skin. They are
known for their meat quality and are also good mothers.

Chapter 2: Constructing a Pigsty

Once you have chosen a breed of pig, you need to construct a pigsty. A
pigsty is a shelter for your pigs that provides them with protection from the
elements and a place to sleep and eat.

When constructing a pigsty, you should consider the following factors:

= Size: The size of your pigsty will depend on the number of pigs you
are raising. A general rule of thumb is to provide 10 square feet of
space per pig.

= Materials: Pig sties can be made from a variety of materials, including
wood, metal, and concrete. Wood is a popular choice because it is
relatively inexpensive and easy to work with. However, metal and
concrete are more durable and easier to clean.

= Ventilation: Pigs need good ventilation to stay healthy. Make sure
your pigsty has plenty of windows or vents to allow for air circulation.

= Drainage: Pigs can be messy animals, so it is important to make sure
your pigsty has good drainage to prevent mud and manure from
building up.

There are many different designs for pig sties. You can find plans for free
online or in books. Once you have chosen a design, you can start
constructing your pigsty.

Chapter 3: Feeding and Caring for Your Pigs



Once you have constructed a pigsty, you need to start feeding and caring
for your pigs.

Feeding: Pigs are omnivores, which means they eat both plants and
animals. You can feed your pigs a variety of foods, including:

= Grains: Grains are a good source of carbohydrates for pigs. Some
common grains that are fed to pigs include corn, wheat, and barley.

= Forages: Forages are plants that pigs can eat. Some common forages
that are fed to pigs include grass, hay, and alfalfa.

= Fruits and vegetables: Fruits and vegetables are a good source of
vitamins and minerals for pigs. Some common fruits and vegetables
that are fed to pigs include apples, carrots, and potatoes.

= Meat: Pigs can also eat meat. However, you should only feed pigs

cooked meat to prevent the spread of diseases.

You should feed your pigs twice a day, once in the morning and once in the
evening. The amount of food you feed your pigs will depend on their age,
size, and activity level.

Care: In addition to feeding your pigs, you also need to provide them with
regular care. This includes:

=  Water: Pigs need access to clean, fresh water at all times.

= Shelter: Pigs need a place to sleep and get out of the elements. This
can be a pigsty, a barn, or even a lean-to.



= Exercise: Pigs need exercise to stay healthy. Make sure your pigs
have access to a pasture or other area where they can run and play.

= Veterinary care: Pigs should be vaccinated and dewormed regularly
to prevent diseases. You should also contact your veterinarian if your
pig is sick or injured.

Chapter 4: Troubleshooting Common Problems

Even the most experienced pig farmers can encounter problems from time
to time. Some of the most common problems include:

= Diseases: Pigs can be susceptible to a variety of diseases, including
pneumonia, diarrhea, and parasites. It is important to vaccinate and
deworm your pigs regularly to prevent diseases.

= Injuries: Pigs can be injured in a variety of ways, including fighting
with other pigs, falls, and accidents. It is important to treat injuries
promptly to prevent infection and further damage.

= Nutritional deficiencies: Pigs can develop nutritional deficiencies if
they are not fed a balanced diet. Signs of nutritional deficiencies
include poor growth, weight loss, and skin problems.

= Behavioral problems: Pigs can develop behavioral problems, such
as aggression, rooting, and chewing. These problems can be caused
by a variety of factors, including stress, boredom, and lack of exercise.

If you encounter any problems with your pigs, it is important to contact your
veterinarian for advice.

Chapter 5: Processing Your Pigs



Once your pigs have reached maturity, you will need to process them. This
involves slaughtering the pigs and butchering the meat.

Slaughtering pigs can be a difficult task, so it is important to do your
research and find a method that you are comfortable with. There are a
variety of different methods for slaughtering pigs, including shooting,
stabbing, and electrocution.

Once you have slaughtered the pigs, you will need to butcher the meat.
This involves cutting the meat into smaller pieces and packaging it for
storage.

There are a variety of different ways to butcher a pig. You can find
instructions online or in books. Once you have butchered the meat, you can
store it in the refrigerator or freezer.

Raising pigs in your backyard can be a rewarding experience. With the
right knowledge and preparation, you can raise healthy, happy pigs.

This comprehensive guide has provided you with everything you need to
know to get started on your backyard farming journey. By following the
instructions and tips in this book, you can successfully raise pigs in your
own backyard.
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