
Crusaders Against Opium: The Unwavering
Protestant Missionaries in China (1874-1917)
As the waves of imperialism swept across China in the late 19th century, a
peculiar battle was being waged against one of its most insidious exports:
opium. At the forefront of this fight stood a group of unwavering crusaders –
Protestant missionaries. Driven by an unwavering sense of duty and
compassion, these missionaries embarked on a decades-long campaign to
eradicate the scourge of opium addiction that was ravaging China.

This article delves into the remarkable journey of these Protestant
missionaries, their unwavering determination, and the profound impact they
had on China's struggle against opium. Through their tireless efforts, they
ignited a movement that would ultimately culminate in the triumph of
China's anti-opium cause.
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In the mid-19th century, China found itself under the grip of a devastating
opium addiction crisis. The British Empire, driven by its insatiable thirst for
profit, had forced open China's ports and flooded the country with cheap
opium. The widespread availability of this highly addictive drug led to
widespread addiction, social decay, and economic ruin.

As the situation worsened, China's leaders recognized the urgent need to
combat the opium trade. However, the British, with their formidable naval
power, proved to be an unyielding adversary. It became clear that China
needed help from outside forces to break free from the clutches of opium.

Enter the Protestant Missionaries

In the 1870s, a group of dedicated Protestant missionaries arrived in China
with a mission to spread the gospel and uplift the downtrodden. Appalled by
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the misery caused by opium addiction, these missionaries resolved to
make its eradication a central part of their work.

Missionaries spread the anti-opium message through sermons, pamphlets, and
personal interactions.

Among these missionaries were notable figures such as Timothy Richard,
John Dyer, and Jonathan Goforth. Armed with their faith and a deep
understanding of Chinese culture, they set out to wage a war against the
opium trade on multiple fronts.

Campaigning with Zeal

The missionaries' campaign against opium took many forms. They
preached sermons denouncing the evils of the drug, distributed pamphlets
exposing the devastating effects of addiction, and organized mass rallies to
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raise awareness. They established orphanages and shelters to provide
refuge for those who had been ravaged by opium abuse.

Additionally, the missionaries sought to engage with local officials and
community leaders, urging them to take action against opium dens and the
illicit opium trade. They also lobbied Western governments, particularly the
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British, to impose stricter controls on the production and export of opium to
China.

The Power of Education

Education played a crucial role in the missionaries' anti-opium efforts. They
established schools and colleges across China, not only to provide
academic instruction but also to instill in students a strong moral compass
and a commitment to the fight against opium.
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Missionary schools became centers of anti-opium education, shaping young minds to
be future advocates for a drug-free China.

These schools became breeding grounds for future leaders of the anti-
opium movement. Graduates of these schools went on to become
teachers, doctors, journalists, and government officials, carrying the torch
of the anti-opium cause throughout China.

Unwavering Determination

The missionaries' campaign against opium was not without its challenges
and setbacks. They faced opposition from the British government, powerful
Chinese merchants who profited from the opium trade, and even some
within their own churches. Yet, they remained unwavering in their
determination.



Their faith provided them with the strength and resilience to persevere in
the face of adversity. They believed that God had called them to this task,
and they were determined to fulfill it, no matter the cost.

Culmination of Efforts

The missionaries' tireless efforts and unwavering determination eventually
bore fruit. In 1906, the Chinese government issued an edict banning the
production, sale, and consumption of opium. This marked a major turning
point in the fight against opium, but the battle was far from over.
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The imperial edict marked a significant milestone in China's anti-opium campaign,
paving the way for future successes.

The missionaries continued to play a vital role in the years that followed,
helping to enforce the ban and provide support for those struggling with
addiction. Their work laid the foundation for China's eventual victory over
the scourge of opium.

Legacy and Impact

The Protestant missionaries' crusade against opium in China left an
enduring legacy. Their unwavering dedication and selfless sacrifice inspired
generations of Chinese to fight against addiction and other social ills. The
schools and hospitals they established continue to serve communities
throughout China, providing education, healthcare, and hope to countless
people.
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Their unwavering determination to fight for a just and drug-free China
paved the way for the country's eventual triumph over the opium scourge.
The story of their crusade serves as a testament to the transformative
power of individuals who dare to stand up for what is right, no matter the
odds.

Call to Action
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In the spirit of the Protestant missionaries who crusaded against opium in
China, we must continue to fight against the scourge of drug addiction in
our own communities and around the world. Let us draw inspiration from
their unwavering determination and selflessness as we work towards a
future where addiction is a thing of the past.

Support Anti-Drug Organizations Educate Yourself About Addiction Share
Your Story

Together, we can create a world where everyone has the opportunity to live
a life free from the devastating effects of drug addiction.
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