
The Trinitarian Devotion of John Owen: A
Long Line of Godly Men Profile
: John Owen's Trinitarian Piety

John Owen (1616-1683),a towering figure in the Puritan movement, stands
as one of the most influential theologians in Christian history. His profound
insights into the nature of the Trinity, the person and work of Christ, and the
life of the believer have left an enduring legacy that continues to shape the
faith and practice of Christians today.

At the heart of Owen's theology lay a deep devotion to the Triune God—
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. This Trinitarian piety permeated every aspect
of his life and ministry, informing his understanding of Scripture, his
pastoral care, and his own personal walk with God.
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Owen's Trinitarian devotion was not simply an abstract theological
construct but rather a vibrant and experiential reality that had its roots in his
personal spiritual heritage. Born into a Puritan family in Oxfordshire,
England, Owen was raised in an environment where the study of Scripture
and the pursuit of holiness were paramount.

From a young age, Owen was exposed to the teachings of some of the
most renowned Puritan divines of his time, including John Preston and
Thomas Goodwin. These men, known for their deep reverence for the
Trinity, played a formative role in shaping Owen's own theological
understanding.

Owen's Trinitarian Theology

Owen's Trinitarian theology was deeply rooted in the Westminster
Confession of Faith, a foundational document of Reformed theology that he
helped to draft during his service in the Westminster Assembly. In the
Confession, Owen affirmed the orthodox doctrine of the Trinity, declaring
that "there is but one God, eternally subsiding in three persons, of one
substance, power, and eternity."

Owen believed that the Trinity was not merely a speculative theological
concept but rather a fundamental truth that had profound implications for
every aspect of Christian life. He saw the Father as the eternal source and
fountain of all being, the Son as the eternal mediator and redeemer, and
the Holy Spirit as the eternal indweller and sanctifier.

The Trinitarian Focus of Owen's Pastoral Ministry

Owen's Trinitarian devotion was not confined to his theological writings but
also permeated his pastoral ministry. As the pastor of the First Church of



Boston, Owen sought to lead his congregation into a deeper understanding
and experience of the Triune God.

In his sermons, Owen expounded on the glory of the Father's love, the
grace of the Son's redemption, and the power of the Spirit's sanctification.
He encouraged his congregation to worship God in all three persons, to
seek communion with each person, and to live in dependence on each
person.

Owen's Personal Walk with God

Owen's Trinitarian piety was not merely a matter of intellectual assent but
rather a vibrant and transformative reality that shaped his entire life. He
saw the Trinity as the source and object of all his joy, peace, and hope.

In his personal devotions, Owen meditated on the love of the Father, the
grace of the Son, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit. He sought to live in
constant communion with the Triune God, finding in Him the ultimate
satisfaction for his soul.

Owen's Legacy of Trinitarian Piety

John Owen's Trinitarian devotion has left an enduring legacy in the
Christian church. Through his writings, sermons, and pastoral ministry, he
has inspired countless believers to embrace the Triune God as the center
of their faith and life.

Today, Owen's works continue to be studied and cherished by those who
seek a deeper understanding of the Trinity and its implications for Christian
life. His insights into the nature of God, the person and work of Christ, and



the life of the believer provide a rich resource for those who desire to grow
in their love and knowledge of the Triune God.

: A Model of Trinitarian Piety

John Owen's Trinitarian devotion serves as a model and inspiration for all
who seek to live a life of faith and holiness. By embracing the Triune God
as the center of our lives, we too can experience the joy, peace, and hope
that flow from communion with the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.

May we follow in the footsteps of John Owen, seeking to know and love the
Triune God more deeply each day. And may we, like him, live lives that are
marked by the glory of the Trinity, the grace of the Savior, and the
indwelling presence of the Holy Spirit.
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