
Urgent Action Required: CBP Must Safeguard
Imported Radiological Material

Radiological materials, employed extensively in medicine, industry, and
research, pose potential risks if not handled responsibly. The improper
handling of such materials during importation can lead to severe
consequences, including harm to public health, environmental degradation,
and national security threats.
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The U.S. Customs and BFree Download Protection (CBP),the frontline
agency responsible for safeguarding our bFree Downloads, plays a critical
role in ensuring the safe and secure importation of radiological materials.
However, recent reports have raised concerns about potential gaps in
CBP's oversight, highlighting the urgent need for action to strengthen
safeguards.

Gaps in Current Oversight

A recent Government Accountability Office (GAO) report identified several
areas where CBP's oversight of imported radiological materials could be
improved. These include:

Incomplete Screening: CBP lacks the necessary equipment and
expertise to adequately screen all imported cargo for radiological
materials.

Limited Information Sharing: CBP does not always share
information about imported radiological materials with other relevant
agencies, such as the Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC).
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Insufficient Training: CBP officers may not receive adequate training
on the identification and handling of radiological materials.

These gaps in oversight create vulnerabilities that could be exploited by
malicious actors seeking to import radiological materials for illicit purposes.

Consequences of Improper Handling

The improper handling of imported radiological materials can have dire
consequences, including:

Public Health Risks: Radiological materials can emit harmful
radiation, posing risks to human health, particularly during
transportation and storage.

Environmental Hazards: Improper disposal of radiological materials
can contaminate the environment, leading to long-term health risks
and ecological damage.

National Security Threats: Radiological materials, if acquired by
terrorist groups, could be used to create dangerous weapons or inflict
mass casualties.

It is imperative that CBP takes immediate action to address these risks and
safeguard our nation.

Recommendations for Improvement

To strengthen CBP's oversight of imported radiological materials, the
following recommendations should be implemented:



Enhanced Screening: CBP should invest in advanced screening
equipment and train officers to effectively identify and handle
radiological materials.

Improved Information Sharing: CBP should establish clear protocols
for sharing information about imported radiological materials with
relevant agencies and international organizations.

Specialized Training: CBP officers should receive specialized training
on the identification, handling, and emergency response procedures
for radiological materials.

Collaboration with Other Agencies: CBP should work closely with
the NRC and other agencies to develop and implement
comprehensive oversight strategies.

By implementing these recommendations, CBP can significantly strengthen
its ability to ensure the safe and secure importation of radiological
materials, protecting public health, the environment, and national security.

The safe handling of imported radiological materials is essential for the
well-being of our nation. CBP must take immediate action to address gaps
in its oversight and strengthen safeguards. By implementing the
recommended improvements, CBP can play a vital role in preventing the
improper handling of these materials and mitigating the associated risks.

Neglecting this issue would have serious consequences for public health,
the environment, and national security. It is time for CBP to take action and
ensure that imported radiological materials are properly managed and
secured.
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