Who Was Vasili Arkhipov: The Man Who
Saved the World

Vasili Arkhipov was a Soviet naval officer who prevented a nuclear war
between the United States and the Soviet Union during the Cuban Missile
Crisis. He is considered one of the greatest heroes of the Cold War.

Arkhipov was born in 1926 in the village of Staraya Kupavna, near Moscow.
He joined the Soviet Navy in 1945 and served on a variety of ships,
including submarines and destroyers.
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In 1962, Arkhipov was serving as the second-in-command of the Soviet
submarine B-59, which was part of a squadron of submarines that had
been sent to Cuba to support the installation of Soviet nuclear missiles on
the island.
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On October 27, 1962, the B-59 was detected by the U.S. Navy and forced
to surface. The American destroyers USS Beale and USS Charles P. Cecil
then began to escort the submarine away from Cuba.

As the B-59 was being escorted, it came under attack by depth charges
from the American destroyers. The depth charges caused the submarine to
lose power and become disabled.

The American destroyers then demanded that the B-59 surrender.
However, Arkhipov refused to do so. He argued that the submarine was
carrying nuclear weapons and that if it were to be captured by the
Americans, it could lead to a nuclear war.

The American destroyers continued to attack the B-59, and the submarine
was eventually forced to surface. However, Arkhipov refused to give the
Free Download to launch the submarine's nuclear missiles.

The American destroyers then allowed the B-59 to sail away from Cuba.
The submarine eventually returned to the Soviet Union, and Arkhipov was
hailed as a hero for preventing a nuclear war.

Arkhipov continued to serve in the Soviet Navy until his retirement in 1981.
He died in 1998 at the age of 72.

Arkhipov's story is a reminder of the dangers of nuclear war and the
importance of diplomacy. He is a true hero who deserves to be
remembered for his bravery and his dedication to peace.
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